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UNDERSTANDING NEW MARIJUANA LAWS 


Lex Kilgour, left, and Avery Daman consult with MedMen’s Beth Chandler in West Hollywood on Tues- 
day, the start of recreational pot sales there. LAPD officials warn of missteps to avoid. CALIFORNIA, Bi 


UC 
Santa 
Cruz 
struggles 
to draw 
transfers 


The campus can’t 
reach state mandates 
despite amenities from 
world-class research 
to natural beauty. 


By TERESA WATANABE 


SANTA CRUZ — UC 
Santa Cruz sits on an idyllic 
expanse of redwood groves 
and rolling meadows. World- 
class surf is just minutes 
away. 

Its researchers were the 
first to arrange the DNA 
sequence of the human 
genome and make it publicly 
available. 

It is quirky and colorful, 
with campus traditions that 
include a naked run through 
the season’s first heavy rain 
and a banana slug for a 
mascot. 

So why can’t the uni- 
versity attract as many 
transfer students as the 
state says it must? 

About nine miles away, 
Cabrillo College in Aptos is 
the closest community col- 
lege. But at a recent UC 
Santa Cruz sales pitch fea- 
turing University of Califor- 
nia President Janet Na- 
politano, numerous Cabrillo 
students madeit clear Santa 
Cruz wasn’t their first trans- 
fer choice. Cal State is 
cheaper and classes are 

[See Santa Cruz, A10] 


New turf war over 
donated organs 


A lawsuit challenging ‘local first’ rules 
is shaking up the U.S. transplant system 


By ALAN ZAREMBO 


Tethered to a breathing machine at a 
Manhattan hospital, 21-year-old Miriam Hol- 
man would die without a lung transplant. 
But her odds of finding a suitable organ were 
especially low in New York, where waiting 
times are among the longest in the country. 

Just across the Hudson River in New Jer- 
sey, patients in far better condition routinely 
receive lungs much more quickly. Pockets of 
the South and Midwest also have dramati- 
cally shorter waiting times. 

The disparities stem from a principle that 
has always guided the national transplant 
system: local first. Most organs stay in the 
areas where they are donated, even if sicker 
patients are waiting elsewhere. 


But a federal judge’s recent emergency 
order in a lawsuit by Holman is threatening 
to upend decades of organ transplant policy 


and force places with arelative abundance of 
organs to start sharing more of them. 

With too few donors to meet the demand 
— last year there were 33,610 transplants 
while 12,412 patients died on waiting lists or 
were removed from consideration because 
they were deemed too sick to survive surgery 
— transplant centers have long fought over 
how to allocate organs. California and New 
York, which have the most severe shortages, 


have been on the losing side of that battle. 


Holman’s lawsuit against the federal gov- 
ernment has opened a door to change that. 
The order issued in October by Robert Katz- 
mann, chief judge of the U.S. Court of Ap- 
peals for the 


[See Organs, A7] 


Availability of donated livers 


In some parts of the country, a majority of patients become very ill before they can get 
a liver transplant. In others, patients spend less time on waiting lists and are healthier 


when organs become available. Here’s a sampling of states: 


eles Cimes 
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White House 


Is wary Over 
a potential 
Korean thaw 


Talks between the 
North and South are 
planned for next week 
at a border village. 
The US. isn’t invited. 


By TRACY WILKINSON 


WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration reac- 
ted cautiously Tuesday to an 
apparent diplomatic over- 
ture from North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Unto neigh- 
boring South Korea, and to 
Seoul’s proposal to begin 
talks directly with Pyong- 
yang next week, a move that 
could sideline the United 
States in the volatile region. 

After staying mum for 
two days about Kim’s offer, 
President Trump issued a 
tweet early Tuesday from 
the White House that re- 
peated his favorite insult for 
the North Korean ruler, and 
then seemed to take partial 
credit for any potential rap- 
prochement while staying 
ambivalent about possible 
outcomes. 

“Rocket man now wants 
to talk to South Korea for 
first time. Perhaps that is 
good news, perhaps not — 


we will see!” Trump wrote. 

Trump cited the growing 
web of international sanc- 
tions as well as what he 
called “‘other’ pressures,” 
which he did not describe, 
for the nascent thaw in one 
of the world’s most in- 
tractable conflicts. Commu- 
nist North Korea and U.S.- 
backed South Korea still 
have not signed a formal 
cease-fire for the civil war 
that ended in 1953. 

If Washington was wary, 
Seoul appeared eager to ac- 
cept Kim’s offer, which was 
part of a New Year’s speech 
that is closely analyzed each 
year for clues to the enig- 
matic leader’s thinking. 

Cho Myoung-gyon, 
South Korea’s minister for 
unification, proposed that 
negotiators meet Tuesday 
at the divided border village 
of Panmunjom to discuss co- 
operation at next month’s 
Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, 
and how to improve overall 
ties. 

So far, no North Korean 
athlete has qualified for 
the Games, which start Feb. 
9. But South Korean officials 
have said they are working 


with the International 
Olympic Committee to 
[See Koreas, A4] 
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IN HIS NEW YEAR’S speech, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, seen on TV in Seoul, spoke of trying to 
create “a peaceful environment” with South Korea. 


ANALYSIS 


Area 2016 transplants* Seriously ill** 
U.S. total 7,496 48% 
Alabama 149 22% 
California 776 83% 
Florida 525 32% 
Indiana 160 20% 
Kentucky 79 29% 
Louisiana 243 28% 
New York 361 69% 
Ohio 332 30% 
South Carolina 74 28% 
Tennessee 273 27% 


Currently waiting 


Waiting 3+ years*** 


14,033 28% 
116 13% 
2,593 35% 
496 11% 
77 3% 
169 20% 
179 17% 
1,104 29% 
523 19% 
49 16% 
239 17% 


GOP’s political 
calculus gets 
more intricate 


*Does not include transplants from living donors. 


**At time of transplant, a rating of 30 or more on a standard 6-40 scale that uses three blood 
tests to gauge severity; includes cases of sudden liver collapse, in which death is imminent. 


***As of Dec. 15, 2017. 


Source: United Network for Organ Sharing 
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THE RAMS’ Sammy Watkins against the Houston Texans this season. 


| Playoffs could 
| | be Watkins’ 
| time to shine 


| Sammy Watkins has 

: found the end zone more 
| times than any other 

| Rams receiver this sea- 

| son, and he’s anxious to 

i make a difference when 

: Los Angeles hosts the 

| Atlanta Falcons on 

| Saturday. SPORTS, D1 


| Losing weight can 
| get a little bloody 


| An Oakland nutrition 

} start-up offers person- 
: alized diet plans. Cus- 

: tomers send a blood 

| sample, their DNA — 

| and $299, BUSINESS, C1 


| Weather 
| Mostly cloudy. 
| L.A. Basin: 74/54. B6 
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Sen. Orrin Hatch, 

a Trump loyalist, is 
retiring. Mitt Romney, 
the president’s rival, 
may seek his seat. 


By CATHLEEN DECKER 


Sen. Orrin G. Hatch’s an- 
nouncement Tuesday that 
he would retire rather than 
seek an eighth term repre- 
senting Utah opened the 
door to a return to public of- 
fice by Mitt Romney, the 2012 
Republican presidential no- 
minee and a sometimes 
harsh critic of President 
Trump. 

The contentiousness be- 
tween the president and 
Romney has been so acute 
that Trump had publicly im- 
plored Hatch to run again, a 
barely veiled effort to deny 
Romney a route to the Sen- 
ate. But at 83, having spent 
nearly half his life as a sen- 
ator, Hatch spurned the 
president’s request and 
made good on his long-ago 
vow to leave office at the con- 
clusion of his current term. 
He will depart as the long- 
est-serving Republican in 
the Senate’s history. 

“Tve always been a 
fighter, but every good 
fighter knows when to hang 
up the gloves,” Hatch said in 


Rick BOWMER Associated Press 
MITT ROMNEY called 
Donald Trump “a phony, 
a fraud.” But he later 
sought a Cabinet job. 


a video announcing his 
plans. “And for me, that time 
is soon approaching.” 

Hatch’s departure was 
another sign of the upheaval 
that is remaking both 
parties in Washington be- 
cause of political disrup- 
tions and the fallout of accu- 
sations of sexual harass- 
ment. 

The day Hatch an- 
nounced his departure, 
Democratic Sen. Al Franken 
of Minnesota formally re- 
signed his seat, the result of 
multiple harassment accu- 
sations. His successor, Min- 
nesota Lt. Gov. Tina Smith, 
is scheduled to be sworn in 
on Wednesday. So is Doug 
Jones of Alabama, another 
newcomer whose seat in the 

[See Analysis, A10] 


